
View from the Lammerlaws                   Pat Garden 
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Last Time in Blenheim                Deric Charlton 

When the NZGA Conference was last held in 
Blenheim back in 1982 the Association set a few 
milestones. For a start it was the first ever occa-
sion (and the only one to date) that we 
managed to assemble over 300 grass-
landers in a church!  
The venue NZGA used for the 1982 
Conference was the brand new Wesley 
Centre, a hexagonal building that had 
been specifically designed for confer-
ences as well as being a place for wor-
ship. The architect had even included a 
small projection room, though ne-
glected to ventilate it adequately. So 
the first session saw the local commit-
tee member who had volunteered to be 
projectionist with some problems – a 
stuffy room and a projector that couldn’t project 
on the screen in adequate quality.  
We thought the resolution was to acquire a rather 
long projector lens from MAF in Wellington. 
However when it arrived and was fitted to the 
projector, the screen image shivered every time 
the projectionist breathed, so the eventual solu-
tion was to move the projector back into the hall 

where it performed well for the remaining three 
days.   
The next memorable moment arose during the 

AGM when someone proposed that 
the 1984 Conference should be held 
at Omarama so that members could 
experience the magnificent high 
country pastoral farming. President 
Jim Inglis put this to the meeting and 
many agreed until it was pointed out 
that there was no suitable venue and 
not enough accommodation for the 
numbers that would probably attend. 
So the 1984 conference ended up in 
Timaru, which worked very well as a 
venue.  

During the AGM the president became so in-
volved in the discussion that he mixed up the 
incoming President, John Toxopeus, with the 
following year’s Local Organising Chairman, 
John Fitzharris, and we ended up with the correct 
first names – but two people named Fitzopeus 
and Toxharris! 

(Continued on page 2) 

NZGA IS SPONSORED BY AGRESEARCH                                                                                        GRASSLAND  NEWS 

As your new President, I should begin by intro-
ducing myself and providing a little background.  
Marcelle and I operate a high 
country sheep, beef, deer and 
forestry enterprise, Avenel Sta-
tion, near Millers Flat on the 
eastern edge of Central Otago. 
The property covers 2200ha, is 
situated on the Lammerlaw 
Range and runs up to an altitude 
of 1000m. The climate is quite 
brisk in winter and cool in sum-
mer and is able to grow excellent 
snow tussocks which cover half 
the property. (Swedes, livestock 
and trees do quite well also.) 
While farming has always been my abiding pas-
sion, over the years I seem to have spent quite a 
bit of time off farm, including a term as a Direc-
tor of the Foundation of Research Science and 
Technology, and as Chair of a number of review 
and allocation panels including Technology New 
Zealand.  
More recently, I have been chairing MAF’s Sus-
tainable Farming Fund and Climate Change Pan-
els, Tertiary Education Commission’s Enterprise 
Scholarship Fund, AgResearch’s Agriculture and 
Environment Advisory Panel and the AgRe-

search Research and Capability Panel among 
others.  

Having a foot in two camps seems 
to have been part of my life, with a 
musterer’s boot on one foot and a 
black shoe on the other. It has of-
fered me a great insight into the 
broad spectrum that our pastoral 
industry traverses. In some ways, 
too, it is a sort of allegory for the 
NZ Grassland Association itself and 
for the characteristics that make it 
such a unique organisation. Our 
membership make-up of farmers, 
agribusiness and scientists is quite 
different from our sister Grassland 

organisations elsewhere, where either farmers or 
researchers predominate.  
My goal during my term as President will be to 
work with your very talented Executive to en-
hance that diversity in membership by ensuring 
that our activities have appeal to the wide cross-
section of folk involved in the pastoral industry.  
I look forward to you taking part in our activities 
and benefiting from the experience.  
Merry Christmas, and all the best for 2009.   
 

Christmas 2008 

Pat Garden 

Deric Charlton 



HUMPHREY JAGGER NZGA suffered loss recently with 
death of Humphrey Jagger.  Humphrey worked for MAF for 
32 years until his retirement in 2002, rising through the ranks 
to become Senior Policy Analyst and Regional Team Leader 
for Otago and Southland, based in Dunedin, advising on agri-
culture and forestry trends and issues with input into policy 
advice and implementation.  Ron Duffy described Humphrey 
as “an accurate and precise operator” who graduated top of his 
diploma in Evaluation and Farm Management class at Lincoln 
in 1958.  Graham Pringle described him as a perfectionist who 
believed in planning and finalising details before embarking on 
a project.  He liked to practice what he tried to convince farm-
ers to do, running his own small farms outside work.  NZGA 
Executive Officer Ross White said: “When Humphrey retired, 
I spoke with him  about the possibility of him writing some-
thing about his experiences for the newsletter.  He told me then 

that once he had dealt with the business of retiring, he would 
set his mind to it. Sadly, we couldn’t make it happen.” 
JOHN PAWSON  Members in the south were particularly sad-
dened by the untimely death of Grassland member John Pawson, 
who died while climbing Mount Aspiring recently.  John was 
Otago Federated Farmers’ Vice President, Grain and Seed Chair-
man and Upper Clutha Track Trust’s Chairman at the time of his 
death.  He also co-founded the successful retail chain Kathmandu 
before selling out of it in 1994.  Otago Federated Farmers’ Presi-
dent Richard Burdon described him as one of Wanaka’s greatest 
personal assets.  
Our sympathy goes to the families of both of these outstanding 
representatives of pastoral farming in New Zealand.   
Some material courtesy of the Otago Daily Times 

The Conference Dinner however was a perfect occasion – well 
almost. The evening weather was superb – warm with a clear 
sky and not a breath of wind, and almost 170 attenders enjoyed 
taking buses from Blenheim to Picton and a smooth scenic 
cruise over to Portage. They didn’t mind walking up over the 
hill to the picturesque setting of the Portage Hotel and enjoyed 
the food and refreshments in the balmy outdoor setting.  
As has been the case at other conferences however, one or two 
members enjoyed more liquid than food and two very nearly 
had to walk the 55 km back to Blenheim later that night, as 

they tried to cast off the boat before everyone was back on 
board. One prominent life member pleaded the miscreants’ 
case with the skipper and they were allowed to remain on 
board but were restricted in their activities by mates. 
Overall, this conference proved a great success, as I’m sure 
this year’s event has been. The photographs that appeared in 
the 1983 Conference Proceedings showed the considerable 
interest expressed by those attending during the paper sessions 
and the one-day field tour. The savoury finale was a bag of salt 
for every attender, courtesy of the management of the well-
known local salt works. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Obituaries 

The 2009 funding round is now open. Applications close on Thursday 5 February 2009. 
As in 2008, there are two portfolios of funding:  

A: Sustainable Farming Fund - main fund ($9.5 million available per year)  

The purpose of the SFF is to support the financial, environmental and social performance 
of New Zealand's productive land-based sectors. It does this by funding projects that are:  

� based around solving problems, or taking up opportunities, related to sustainable resource use; and 
� defined and driven by a farmer, grower or forester-led Community of Interest. 

B: Sustainable Farming Fund - Climate Change fund (SFF-CC) (approx $2.25 million available per year) 

This is a dedicated fund enabling primary land-based industries to respond and adapt to the challenge of climate change. This 
initiative is part of MAF's Sustainable Land Management and Climate Change Plan of Action.  
You now use the same application form for both portfolios (SFF and climate change). The closing date and assessment process 
for the two portfolios is the same.  
Applications for small projects (total SFF contribution of $20 000 or under) are on a separate application form. These applica-
tions go through a one-phase assessment process, with the results announced in early April.  
Applications for projects requesting $20 000 to $200 000 per year go through a two stage assessment process. The Phase I ap-
plication form is designed to give a succinct overview of the project. If successful at Phase I, applicants will be asked to submit 
a more detailed proposal to the Phase II panel.  
Application information can be downloaded from the website http://www.maf.govt.nz/sff/ 

Sustainable Farming Fund: Launch of the 2009 funding round  
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Picking the Good Oil 
Jacqueline Rowarth and John Caradus 

With costs rising in fertiliser, fuel and labour, and ever-
increasing strictures to do with maintaining or improving envi-
ronmental quality, the number of products on the market pur-
porting to save money and increase productivity without caus-
ing environmental problems is likely to increase. Sorting the 
good oil from the other type (something to do with serpents…) 
will take research – of various types.  
The first step is to check the 
background of the product. Is it 
‘scientifically proven’ (noting 
that ‘proven’ is different from 
‘tested’)? In the laboratory or in 
the field? Small plots or large? 
Have the data been extrapolated 
to a whole farm? How many soil 
types and production systems have been involved? For how 
long was the trial continued? Is economic analysis involved? 
Are the data available? Have they been peer-reviewed through 
a reputable system (which should ensure that the conclusions 
and any recommendations are supported by the data and statis-
tical analysis)?  
Much of the debate about efficacy of new products, as dis-
cussed in the President’s address at Conference 2008 (Caradus, 
2008) has resulted from selective use of data, inappropriate 
statistical analysis, reporting progress on incomplete trials and 
extrapolation from specific conditions such as soil type, cli-
mate, season, or farming system. Much of the frustration for 
scientists and farmers alike is that the funding system in which 
New Zealand operates does not allow independence, encourage 
long term replicated trials, nor ensure national coverage.  
Some of the frustration for scientists is that not all of the new 
products being promoted pass the very first test – scientific 
testing.  
The fundamental problem for us all is that the thought of a 
simple solution is attractive. Farmers and scientists would like 
there to be an easy way of improving production and quality 
(and hence returns), reducing risks and maintaining and im-
proving resources. Products which are advertised as ‘natural’ 
are appealing, of course. The requirement for scientific evalua-
tion in terms of efficacy and repeatability does not, however, 
evaporate simply because of the ‘natural’ label. 
In past times, ‘natural’ was all we had. As advances in under-
standing were made in plant production, physiology and nutri-
ent requirements, as well as animal requirements and develop-
ments in technology,  chemicals were considered to have a 
place as quantity and quality of production per unit area of land 
was increased, variability decreased, and annual fluctuations in 
income were smoothed.  
A new generation of ‘natural’ products has been developed, but 
requires as much research as those used in conventional agri-
culture.  
A further caveat (as in caveat emptor – let the buyer beware) is 
that the effects of moving from one form of ‘product’ to an-
other’ are rarely seen immediately. A suite of papers published 
in the Grassland’s Proceedings in 1990, and presented at the 
conference in Wanganui, showed the results of withholding 
superphosphate fertiliser (see box).  

Overall the research results indicated that it was possible to 
withhold fertiliser for some time without seeing any changes. 
However, the nutrient status of the soil was being mined, and 
could take some time to rebuild. If conventional fertilisers are 
being replaced with ‘other products’ the potential financial 
advantages of withholding fertiliser in low product price times 
are not being achieved. If the use of the ‘natural’ products re-
sults in increased value of the product, that may offset potential 

financial disadvantages. As 
Clark et al. (1990) said – fer-
tiliser recommendations can-
not remain constant over time 
but must consider animal 
enterprise, product and fertil-
iser price, soil P status, and 

level of pasture utilisation. The words remain true, 18 years 
later, and can be extended to more than just superphosphate. 
Research is underway on biocontrol products. These, such as 
the parasitoid wasp for argentine stem weevil, or certain strains 
of the soil fungi trichoderma for root diseases, rely on finding 
the right agent to control what is perceived to be a problem. 
Control is rarely 100% - an ‘acceptable’ level of ‘management’ 
has to be identified, and what is ‘acceptable’ varies according 
to end user.  
Nutrient replacement is a different matter as only nitrogen can 
be produced in plant-available form from thin air – by legumes. 
Research is needed to evaluate improvements in the ability of 
legumes to fix nitrogen.  
For phosphorus fertiliser replacement, improved rooting depth 
and root zone exploration may be successful – but only for a 
short time until that area is mined as well. 
Research has been continuing in agricultural production in a 
formal sense since 1843 when the nutrient trials at Rothamsted 
Research Centre in Britain were established. 165 years of re-
search should not be dismissed, but should be built upon for a 
sustainable and productive agricultural future. This will often 
take more practical field based research – something for which 
scientists struggle to obtain funding. Only by investigating new 
products, whether carrying the ‘natural’ label or not, can scien-
tists and farmers identify ‘the good oil’ for the benefit of all. 

Superphosphate Trials 
At Whatawhata, on a trial with Olsen P range 9-55 in the top 
3cm, pasture production, pasture species composition, stock 
grazing days and Olsen P soil fertility status were little af-
fected over the four year period of monitoring (1984-1988) as 
a result of withholding fertiliser from the plots at Olsen soil 
tests of 25 and below (Gillingham et al. 1990). Changes were 
apparent where previous fertiliser applications of 100 kg/ha 
phosphorus (a tonne of superphosphate) had resulted in an 
Olsen of 45. At Te Kuiti on soils with an Olsen of 14, declines 
in both animal and pasture production were evident from year 
2, with production decreased by 20-30% in years 3 and 4 
(O’Connor et al. 1990). At Ballantrae, where Olsen P was less 
than 13, withholding fertiliser resulted in a less than 5% reduc-

(Continued on page 6) 

“The fundamental problem for us 
all is that the thought of a simple 

solution is attractive.” 



It is hard to summarise three 
days in a few brief paragraphs, 
and describing the science and 
technology which arises from 
more than 40 papers is beyond 
my capacity.  You can read the 
material in the Proceedings 
which you should now have, or 
by going to the website, where 
all papers since 1931 are avail-
able.   
How should we synthesise the 
material that is presented at our annual conference?  Perhaps 
you have some thoughts.  We might promote some of it 
through regional seminars, particularly in association with the 
NZIPIM, with which we have been speaking in recent months 
about this issue.  I would be interested in hearing from you 
about your views on this matter, or on any other ideas you may 
have for NZGA to be able to meet its 
goal of transferring technology from 
the laboratory to the farm. 
Conference ’08 in Blenheim was a 
successful and well-presented occa-
sion.  Delegates seemed genuinely 
happy with the arrangements and the 
buzz of conversation from the early 
morning breakfasts through to the late 
night social functions was infectious.  
There was an atmosphere of camara-
derie and good fellowship, although 
perhaps this could have been taken to 
extremes: the Conference feedback 
included a note from a younger dele-
gate that dress standards left some-
thing to be desired, given that the Conference was the show-
case for pastoral science in New Zealand.  Fair comment, per-
haps? 

A highlight for me was the presentation of the various awards, 
particularly the popularly-acclaimed life membership bestowed 
on Dick Lucas.  In contrast to last year’s award to Mike 
O’Connor, when your executive officer let the cat out of the 

bag by sending an injudicious email to the recipient, Dick’s 
award was a well-kept secret.  When president John Caradus 
read out his name, it came as a bolt from the blue to this very 
affable and hugely respected member of our community.  
There was much emotion as the Lincoln graduates in the room 

gathered around their former 
teacher (see photograph). 
The Ray Brougham Award de-
servedly went to veteran re-
searcher David Scott, recognising 
his long-term dedication to the 
high country.  During his accep-
tance speech Dr Scott spoke of 
his relationship with Dr 
Brougham. 
Local journalist Penny Wardle 
received the NZGT regional 
award for her service to the pri-
mary sector.  Bryan Guy also pre-
sented regional farming awards to 

Sandy & Anna Chaffey and Chris & Julia Dawkins. 
The usual tension arose between the amount of time for pres-
entation and the time for discussion. How this can be re-
solved?  It is an annual debate and we have reviewed time  
for discussion, particularly when there is a keynote speaker of 
the calibre of this year’s invited guest, Dr Jeff Baldock from 
the CSIRO, whose paper “The Low-down on Soil Carbon” 
was well received by delegates but suffered from the lack of 
time for comment.  
A lowlight was the AGM. A busload of delegates including 
retiring president John Caradus and most of the quorum of 
our AGM, returned late from a field trip, with the result that 
the AGM began more than an hour late.  However, on a posi-
tive note I can report that keeping people weary, thirsty and 
hungry is a remarkable specific for ensuring that AGM’s are 
brief and to the point. 
From my perspective, it was pleasing to be able to record that 
NZGA has recorded a surplus for each of the last two years- 
although not large enough to make us question the quantum 
of the subs! 

Blenheim ‘08  was another very effective event on the annual 
primary sector calendar.  Warwick Lissaman and his team pro-
vided an excellent platform and they proved, yet again, that the 
NZGA organisational model is a winner when it comes to 
good conferences. 

Blenheim Conference 2008                                                        Ross White 

Floreat Lincolnia!  Dick Lucas’s students gather round him 

Truckloads of delegates     (Photo: Joanne Amyes) 

Page 4 GR ASS LA ND  NEW S  

Land use patterns at Bonavaree  (Photo: Joanne Amyes) 



Greece: A short overview on grazing lands and animal husbandry 
Ricos Thanapoulos, Athens ,Greece 

A country of 131.957 Km2 and 10 million inhabitants, Greece 
is located in the south-easternmost corner of Europe. This land, 
surrounded by Italy, North Balkan countries, Turkey and North 
Africa, with variable topography (mainly mountainous) and 
climate, plus hundreds of islands and islets, is ideal for a rich 
plant biodiversity which is second in Europe.  
More than 5,700 plant species have been recorded, of which 
13% are endemic, among them 410 grasses, 480 legumes, 86 
clovers and 34 medics. Most appear in grazing lands.  
The formation and management of these lands is strongly con-
nected with the impact of humans from ancient times. Burning, 
harvesting and grazing cleared a portion of the forests; culti-
vated land was expanded in marginal lands and wetlands; and 
also shared out through agrarian reforms, to a total of 3.8 mil-
lion ha.  
Today the average holding is 0.42 hectares, having been di-
vided in many parcels. Animal husbandry includes 700,000 
cows (among them 16,000 dairy cows), 9 million sheep and 
4.5 million goats, most of them connected with landholdings. 

Grazing lands comprise about 40% of the country’s total sur-
face, of which 18% is lowlands, 16% hills, and 51% mountains 
which sometimes are rough.  
The dominant vegetation is herbaceous (32%), shrubs – mac-
chie and garrigue - (15%), mixed herbaceous, shrubs and trees 
(27%) and herbaceous and trees (26%). Leys cover a relative 
small surface due to the structural problems of agriculture (e.g. 
small ownership which forces for more profitable cultivations).  
Animal species on the lowlands are improved whereas in the 
mountainous areas the local breeds proved to be better adapted 
to the harsh environment.  
The long history of cheese production has resulted in the crea-
tion of more than 30 white, yellow, soft and hard local cheeses, 
among them the well-known Feta from sheep and goat milk. 
The Directive of European Union on Protected Designation of 
Origin (PDO), Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) offers 
the guarantee of such products and the challenge for better 
prices in the market.  
The meat of lambs and goat kid is considered a delicious food 
when grilled on a wood fire.  
Farming systems have changed under the impact of socio-
economic and political factors. The nomadic system decreased 

after 1830 with the gradual creation of states in the Balkans 

In contrast the transhumance pasture system still exists, though 
to a smaller extent, as it has adapted to pressures. This system 
involved moving from low land shallow settlement up to the 
subalpine-alpine zone of the mountains, exploiting the later 
development of vegetation during summer. Thus a traditional 
system of grassland management developed, safeguarding the 
sustainability of natural resources.  
After World War II some farmers stayed in their villages 
(altitude 700-1000 m) near the summer grasslands instead of 
moving to the lowlands. This meant having to feed stock with 
hay and concentrates, increasing the cost of production. To 
reduce this cost, they freed their flocks for grazing early in the 
spring, when the regeneration of the perennial vegetation 
starts.  Continuous grazing dramatically affects storage of nu-
trients and hence the ability of the plant to survive.  
Thus in a few decades, even though with reduced numbers of 
animals in comparison with the past, some high mountainous 
grasslands were damaged seriously.  
In the islands with their xerothermic climate, overgrazing has 
also contributed to desertification.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Leys can differentiate the time of herbage availability  

Garrigue at Crete (dominant Dwarf Jerusalem Sage -Phlomis lanata and 
Evergreen pistache -Pistacia lentiscus  
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Eroded grasslands at 1500 m a.s.l.  

and ceased completely in the 1940’s.  



Management plans are difficult to apply because grazing lands 
are communal (the farmer rents them cheaply). The great ma-
jority of them have flocks of 50 head and an individualistic 
attitude is dominant which hinders co-operation. It can be said 
that the most difficult factor for natural resources management 
is man. In some cases the solution is coming from “outside”: 
For instance, the harsh life in the mountainous regions discour-
ages young people from animal farming so gradually stock 
numbers have reduced, permitting the regeneration of vegeta-
tion to such an extent that the forest’s regeneration threatens 
the mosaic of the landscape and its biodiversity.  
In parallel the increasing concentration of people in the cities 
forces the development of animal husbandry round these cen-
ters increasing the pressure to the grazing lands.   

Greek agriculture faces a dilemma. On the one hand is the in-
ternational trend for intensification, including the enlargement 
of farms; and on the other hand is the small non-competitive 
traditional farm. Taking in to consideration the economic crisis 
and the growth in unemployment, as well as the problems of 
urbanization, two main models could be developed. The inten-
sive one can apply in the lowlands and the extensive one at the 
island and mountainous areas, emphasizing  the production of 
organic and high added-value quality goods.  
In both cases a new generation of professional farmers should 
be created in order to achieve economic and environmental 
sustainability. 
I would like to acknowledge Dr Ray Brougham, who strongly 
supported the participation of foreigners to IGC at New Zea-
land thus opening the door to the future, and Dr Stewart Led-
gard for his generous contribution to my PhD thesis.    

(Continued from page 5) 

Greece 
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tion in pasture production (and less than 2% on low fertility 
areas). From previously high fertility areas, ewe and lamb wool 
production and lamb liveweight were reduced by 1.2, 3.7 and 
2.6% over seven years.   
A further paper (Rowarth and Gillingham, 1990) in the series 
explained that no immediate crash in production was seen be-
cause of fertility transfer (through animal excreta) to productive 
areas: the transfer buffers the system against the withholding of 
fertiliser addition. A secondary buffering mechanism operates 
in these productive areas through relatively rapid nutrient cy-
cling, reflecting biological activity which tends to be greater on 
productive areas than others. 

The final paper in the series (Clark et al. 1990) evaluated the 
economics of withholding fertiliser and suggested that fertiliser 
cessation is a sound strategy to survive periods of low product 

price:fertiliser cost ratio. Where 200-375 kg superphosphate 
per year had previously been applied at Te Kuiti, Whatawhata 
and Ballantrae, positive cash flows resulted from reapplying 
fertiliser after 4, 5 and 6 years respectively. The authors went 
to some lengths to explain that continuing to withhold fertiliser 
would decrease sustainable productivity and reduce farm value 
as soil nutrients were being depleted. 
A further word of caution is that the Ministry for Agriculture 
and Forestry (MAF) Briefing for Incoming Ministers (BIM) 
released at the beginning of December reported that the amount 
of superphosphate applied between 2001/02 and 2006/07 de-
creased by 26% on hill country pastures. MAF’s concern is that 
New Zealand soils are naturally low in phosphate, and super-
phosphate has been a major driver of agricultural productivity. 
Reduction will have significant productivity and profitability 
impacts on hill country farming. MAF’s BIM suggests that hill 
country soils are already being mined.  

(Continued from page 3)  GOOD OIL 
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IF YOU GET GOOD VALUE FROM YOUR NZGA MEMBERSHIP, TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT OUR RANGE OF PUBLICATIONS, OUR 
CONFERENCE, AND THE 71 YEARS OF RESEARCH AVAILABLE 

ONLINE. ASK ABOUT OUR GIFT CERTIFICATES. 



RETIRING PRESIDENT NOT SHY ABOUT RESEARCH 
Jacqueline Rowarth 

The call for independent research has never been louder. Sci-
entists, farmers and industry personnel agree that in the search 
for innovative and adaptive sustainable agricultural systems, 
research must be thorough and information on results must be 
widely available. Commercial interests can confuse credibility. 

Productive land management is becoming an ever more com-
plex business as farmers face an increasing amount of conflict-
ing information which they must sort and adapt to suit their 
soil and climate. This must be done within the national and 
regional regulations on resource management and fertiliser use, 
the exchange rates, consumer preference and the vagaries of 
the weather. 
Opening the 70th New Zealand Grassland Association Confer-
ence in Blenheim in mid October, retiring President Dr John 
Caradus said that adoption of new and innovative technologies 
is being adversely affected by regulatory bureaucracy, ques-
tioned science, poor reporting, marketing hype, biased and 
polarised views, and the lack of any truly independent research 
organisation.  

“New Zealand’s ability to be internationally competitive is 
being compromised, and the only way to change this is for 
government support for on-farm agricultural research to be 
unfettered from commercial imperatives and industry strate-
gies”, he said. 

Dr Caradus is CEO of Grasslanz Technologies, which licenses 
AgResearch cultivars (the name given to different strains of a 
particular species) for commercial companies to market. He 
pointed out that New Zealand has a national cultivar trialling 
system which has been criticised because it is managed by 
seed companies. However, the information is audited and is 
freely available to farmers. It should be embraced by all par-
ticipants in the pastoral agricultural industry to ensure it con-
tinues to provide information cost effectively. Farmers have a 
choice of more than 33 perennial ryegrass cultivars and more 
than 17 white clovers. “Farmers need information on cultivar 
performance that they can trust.” 

Recent debates on the merits of high sugar grasses, nitrogen 
loss inhibitors, grass endophytes and soil fertility supplements 
were also highlighted. Dr Caradus suggested that much of the 
debate stemmed from selective use of data, inappropriate sta-
tistical analysis, reporting progress on incomplete trials and 
extrapolation from specific conditions. “Uncertainty about the 
position and role of Crown Research Institutes (CRIs) in the 

current investor lead funding system where funding is insuffi-
cient for them to be independent exacerbates the problem”, 
said Dr Caradus. 

The focus of the New Zealand Grassland Association has, for 
the last seventy years, been on creating a forum where re-
searchers, farmers and industry personnel can exchange ideas 
and raise issues that can then be addressed by research. Free 
exchange stimulates creative thinking. 

In closing his address Dr Caradus acknowledged that achiev-
ing independent research would require a considerable increase 
in funding by the tax payer, a change of thinking by the gov-
ernment, a change in research funding processes, a change in 
the structure of research organisations, and the recruitment of a 
new generation of scientists capable of undertaking high qual-
ity field-based research. “New Zealand has a proud heritage in 
grassland leadership, both research and practice. It is unlikely 
that other industries will replace pastoral agriculture in terms 
of wealth creation in the near future. In order to maintain lead-
ership, major changes are required. Not making them will 
mean we continue to see more heat than light being generated 
in the search for new technologies to drive production and 
value”. 

John Caradus addresses delegates at Blenheim 
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SPRINGTIME IN NORTHLAND 
The 2009 conference will be held on November 3-5 at the Copthorne Hotel  

& Resort Bay of Islands, Waitangi, Northland.   
The theme will be “NORTHLAND IS THE FUTURE:  SEE IT HERE FIRST!”  A call for 
papers has been issued, but the general themes will cover managing pas-

tures in the sub-tropical environment; adapting farming systems; carbon; fu-
ture focus; and pasture technologies. 

LOC Chair is Laurie Copland (pictured, left). 



Grassland News is published by the New Zealand Grassland Association Inc, P O Box 8099, Dunedin 9041, New Zealand (Courier 14 Blacks 
Road,  North East Valley, Dunedin 9010) Telephone +643 4770712 (0800 GRASSLAND—NZ only) Fax +643 4736495.  Membership is open to all 

those with an interest in pastoral agriculture—concessional rates are available for students and the retired. 

Please address all correspondence to the Executive Officer (eo@grassland.org.nz)  Visit our website www.grassland.org.nz.  Opinions expressed 
in this newsletter are not necessarily those of NZGA, its executive, contractors or members. 

Welcome to new Exec members 
A warm welcome to Graham Kerr of NZ Agri-
seeds Ltd in Christchurch.  Warwick Lis-
saman, who chaired the Blenheim LOC, has 
also become a permanent member of Exec. 
Subscriptions 
 I will not be sending copies of the Proceed-
ings to any non-current member.  If you have-
n’t received your copy please pay your subs 
and I will send one immediately..  I’m not 
being mean, but I would prefer to save post-
age if you don’t need the book.  It is only by 
your support that we can continue to publish 
important scientific and technological re-

search into grassland matters.  If you have any questions  
about your sub account, please get in touch.. 

Quote of the Year 
A senior member of the industry after hearing Julia 
Dawkin’s address to the conference:  “Imagine that!  A 
farmer’s wife lecturing us about sub-clover!”  (Pause).  
“About bloody time…) 

Office Closure 
The NZGA office will be closed from the 23rd Decem-
ber and will reopen on the 12th January 2009.  A pros-
perous happy and relaxing Christmas and  New  Year 
to all of you, I look forward to meeting you                        
again in 2009.       Regards, Ross 

From the Executive Officer 

APBC/SABRAO INVITATION TO SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT 
In 2009 the 14th Australasian Plant Breeding Conference (APBC) is to be held and co-hosted in conjunction with the 11th Soci-
ety for the Advancement of Breeding Research in Asia and Oceania (SABRAO) Congress. The APB Conference and SABRAO 
Congress have each traditionally been held as separate events, once every four years. 2009 will mark the first year since 1977 
that these two events will amalgamate as one, bringing key stakeholders and international experts together under one roof at the 
same time.   
The Organising Committee invites abstract submissions for subjects relevant to crop improvement. Details are available from 
the conference website at http://www.plantbreeding09.com.au/.  The deadline for submissions is 1 FEBRUARY 2009. 

71st ANNUAL CONFERENCE COPTHORNE HOTEL AND RESORT 
BAY OF ISLANDS, WAITANGI,  

NOVEMBER 3-5 2009 CALL FOR PAPER OFFERS 
The New Zealand Grassland Association Inc calls for offers of papers for presentation at the 2009 Annual Conference to be held 
on November 3-5 2009, at the Copthorne Hotel and Resort Bay of Islands, Waitangi, New Zealand, and for inclusion in the An-
nual Proceedings (Volume 71).  The Editor of Vol 71 will be Dr Errol Thom of DairyNZ. 

The theme of the conference will be “NORTHLAND IS THE FUTURE: SEE IT HERE FIRST” 

We seek conference papers for sessions in the following guideline areas, particularly those related to the overall conference 
theme. However, abstracts on all aspects relating to grassland farming will be considered. 

PROPOSED SESSION THEMES: 

• Managing pastures in a Sub tropical environment eg pugging, pests & controls 
• Adapting farming systems eg Nutrient Management 
• Dealing with carbon eg ETS 
• Future focus eg increasing climate variability, carbon; managing enterprises in volatile economic times, dealing 

with risk 
• Pasture technologies eg Biotech, high sugar grasses, endophytes 
• Any other topic related to grassland farming 

NOTE: The NZGA executive has determined that offers should be submitted, and be accepted, only on the official form. This, 
and our Guidelines for Authors, may be downloaded from www.grassland.org.nz (use the Downloads tab), or may be obtained 
from the Executive Officer at the address below, by telephoning +64 3 4770712 or 0800 GRASSLAND (NZ), or by faxing +64 
3 4736495. 

Abstracts should be sent (a) electronically (preferred) in Word format (no pdfs, please) to abstracts@grassland.org.nz; (b) by 
mail to Ross White, Executive Secretary, NZGA, P O Box 8099, Gardens, Dunedin 9041, New Zealand; or (c) by courier to 14 
Blacks Road, North East Valley, Dunedin 9010.The closing date for abstracts is Friday February 26 2009. Authors will be 
notified in late March whether or not their paper has been accepted. Papers in final form will be due in mid-May 2009. 

Graham Kerr 


